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As a parent/carer of a child with Special Educational Needs or with a disability there
will be essential questions which you will have, that must be addressed by this
school. This policy aims to provide information and advice which would provide
answers to the following important questions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How does the school know if children/young people need help?
What should I do if I think my child has special educational needs?
How will the school know how well my child is doing?
How will I know how well my child is doing?
How will the school know that what they are providing is helping my child
make progress?
How will the school staff support my child and how will the curriculum be
matched to their needs?
How will the school support me to support my child’s learning?
How is the decision made about the type and level of support provided to my
child?
What extra- curricular activities are available for my child? How will they be
included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips?
What support will be available for my child’s overall well-being?
What specialist services and expertise are available in school/accessed by
school?
What training have the staff working with my child/children with SEND
received?
How accessible is the school – indoors and out?
Who should I contact if I have any questions or concerns
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Aims
The aim of this policy is to ensure that all children at Crabtree Farm are able to reach
their full potential and receive the best possible education. Children with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) will be supported and provided for in a
way that recognises and values their strengths and capabilities. We understand that
our SEND children are individuals who are entitled to support that will empower them
to develop their skills and independence. We have a person-centred approach to
SEND with the child and family at the centre of decision making. This policy will:•
•
•

Set out how our school will support and make provision for children with
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND)
Explain both the process and the roles and responsibilities involved in
providing for children with SEND
Answer questions that parents/carers of children with SEND may have
regarding our school and the provision we offer

Legislation and guidance
This policy and information report is based on the statutory Special Educational
Needs and Disability Code of Practice and the following legislation:
•

Part 3 of the children and families act 2014 which sets out schools’
responsibilities for children with SEND.

•

The special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014, which sets
out schools’ responsibilities for education, health care (EHCP) plans,
SENDCO’s and the SEND report.

It has been written with reference to:
•
•

Equality Act 2010 (advise to schools DfE (2013)
Supporting children at school with medical conditions

Definition of Special Educational Needs and Disability
The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (0-25 years) 2014
states that:
“A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability
which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her.
A child of compulsory school age has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she:
• Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of
the same age; or
• Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of
educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in
mainstream schools or post 16 institutions
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A child under compulsory school age has SEND if he or she is likely to fall within the
definition above when they reach compulsory schools age or would do so if special
educational provision was not made for them.
Many children and young people who have SEND may have a disability under the
Equality Act 2010 – that is “a physical or mental impairment which has a long term
and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day to day
activities”.
This definition includes children and young people with long term medical conditions
such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer. Children and young people with
such conditions do not necessarily have SEND but where a child requires special
educational provision over and above the adjustments, aids and services required by
the Equality Act 2010, they will additionally be covered by the SEND definition.
Schools must also have regard to statutory guidance re supporting children with
medical conditions (DfE 2014).
Special educational provision should be matched to the child’s identified SEND.
Children’s SEND are generally thought of in the following four broad areas of need
and support.
• communication and interaction
• cognition and learning
• social, emotional and mental health
• sensory and/or physical needs
For Children and young people with a disability (Equality Act 2010) Crabtree Farm
will:
•
•
•
•
•

Eliminate unlawful harassment and discrimination
Promote equal opportunities
Promote positive attitudes towards disabled people
Encourage participation by disable children in all aspects of schools life
Take steps to meet disabled children’s needs even if this requires more
favourable treatment

Aims For Children with Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)
The aims of Crabtree School are based on the values derived from the Local
Authority and guided by the Code of Practice, 2014 for Special Educational Needs
(updated Jan 2015).
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Our SEND vision of intent is:
At Crabtree Farm, our intention for Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities
(SEND) is to ensure that all children receive a high-quality and ambitious education
regardless of need or disability. We believe that it is vital that our children are
equipped with the tools needed to become independent, inquisitive learners both in
and out of the classroom.
Through our high quality planning, teaching and provision we:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pride ourselves on early identification and intervention for SEND to ensure
that progress and opportunities are maximized.
Ensure that all children have access to a broad and balanced curriculum
which is differentiated to enable children to understand the relevance and
purpose of learning.
Provide an accessible learning environment which is tailored to the individual
needs of all children.
Develop children’s independence and life skills
Regularly monitor the progress of children with SEND, using a child-centred
approach.
Provide good quality and relevant training for all staff members supporting
children with SEND.
Work in partnership with parents and carers.
Work closely with external agencies and other professionals to enhance and
develop our provision for children with SEND.

We provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all our children including those with
SEND and ensure full curriculum entitlement and access. We are committed to
maximum inclusion commensurate with meeting individual needs, the highest quality
of education for all children and the efficient use of resources.
All children are encouraged to join in with extra-curricular activities including after
school clubs and school trips.
Our school mission statement is:
At Crabtree Farm Primary we are proud to provide a safe, stimulating and inclusive
supportive learning environment where every member of our community is valued
and respected. We believe that parents, carers and other members of the family
have a vital role to play in supporting every child’s learning. Our broad, balanced and
creative curriculum provides opportunities for everyone to achieve and succeed.
Together we take pride in making a positive contribution to our school and wider
community.
Identification of SEND
How does the school know if my child needs help?
What should I do if I think my child has special educational needs?
How is the decision made about the type and level of support provided to my child?
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Who decides what support /resources should be provided - and how?
How is my child’s provision recorded?
At Crabtree Farm Primary school children with SEND are identified as early as
possible. In order to do this there is a clear system of record keeping and
communication. Links are also established with playgroups, private nurseries, social
services, health services and other educational settings to support and enable
effective liaison and identification.
Identification
Early identification of children with SEND is essential in order that assessment of
need can take place and to ensure that effective provision is put into place in
accordance with the Code of Practice, 2014 (updated Jan 2015).
For some children, SEND can be identified at an early age. However, for other
children and young people difficulties become evident only as they develop. At
Crabtree Farm we are always alert to emerging difficulties and respond early. In
particular, parents/carers know their children best and so we always listen and
understand when parents/carers express concerns about their child’s development.
Parents/carers should initially speak to their child’s class teacher if they have
concerns about their child.
We also listen to concerns raised by the children themselves.
Raising a concern
Meeting the needs of all of the children in the school is the responsibility of individual
teachers. The class teachers will identify children who are having difficulties early on
through informal and formal assessments and observations. They will respond to
those difficulties by keeping accurate records of those difficulties, which may include
pieces of work, assessments and observations. The class teacher will talk to the
child and to parents/carers and discuss with other members of staff to ensure
appropriate provision is being made.
(Parents/carers may already have spoken to the class teacher alerting school of their
concerns for their child’s progress and development at this stage)
Following this advice should be sought from the SENDCo at this stage, and the class
teacher will then try and resolve the problem by using alternative teaching strategies
within the classroom. A change in strategies may mean that the child is then able to
access the curriculum and make progress. If this is the case they will be placed on a
monitor/raised profile so that their difficulties continue to be monitored and it will
ensure that they continue to receive the support that they require throughout their
time at school.
They may also be included in a Key Stage intervention group which focuses on their
area of difficulty. Intervention groups are for all children experiencing difficulties in a
specific area (not just SEND children – although they may be included), provision is
recorded on a class provision map and monitored by class teachers and monitored
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by team leaders. Intervention groups run for a specific period of time and children’s
progress is recorded both before, during and at the end of the intervention.
High quality teaching which targets areas of weakness may include:
•
•
•
•
•

Differentiated learning materials
Differentiated teaching approaches
Group support or a focused intervention group
Some specialist equipment
Strategies of support recommended by outside agencies

The parents/carers of the child will be consulted to help identify the reasons for the
difficulties being encountered learning patterns and/or behaviour and how they can
work together with school to help support their child.
Provision for children with SEND
Following this if the class teacher is still concerned that the child is still experiencing
difficulties and that they have not made expected progress, the class teacher will
complete a cause for concern form, which will be shared with parents/carers, and
given to the SENDCo. The SENDCo and the class teacher will discuss the strategies
that have already been tried and the progress that has been made as a result of that.
Then together they will look at the rate of progress that is expected for the child, and
the progress they have made.
At this point the child will either be placed on a raised profile which recognises that
they are having difficulties, whilst further advice is sought from outside agencies, or
they may be placed on SEND support as it has been decided that they will need
SEND support which is over and above what would normally be provided. Specific
SEND interventions may be put into place and further advice may be sought from
outside agencies.
It is the class teacher’s responsibility to carry out and monitor any general classroom
recommendations made from formal assessments such as from the specialist
teacher, Educational Psychologist (EP) or other outside agencies. Specific
interventions may need to be carried out by the SEND team.
Staff will give the child the opportunity to make choices and make their views known.
The child will be encouraged to determine the direction of their learning and personal
development.
SEND Support - Although parents/carers will have already been fully involved in all
discussions and decisions, for those children who are placed on SEND support
parents/carers will receive a formal notification letter. Children who have significant
SEND support requirements will have an individual provision map which shows all of
the support they receive.
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The school will then adopt a four part cycle called the graduated approach which
uses the process of assess, plan, do and review.

Continued assessment ensures that SEND support always matches children’s needs
and monitors that the support is effective.
Plans of support should be appropriate to the child’s need and these should be fully
shared with parents/carers.
Class teachers will always remain responsible for working with your child on a daily
basis; they will need to liaise closely with teaching assistants and the SENDCo to
monitor the SEND support your child receives.
The impact and the effectiveness of support and progress will be reviewed on an
agreed date and parents/carers and children will be involved in this process. Support
may be revised in line with progress and assessment and plans may change
accordingly.
Those involved in this review could include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The SENDCO
The SEND learning support assistant
A Specialist Teacher e.g. Behaviour Support
Health or social care professionals e.g. Speech Therapist, Physiotherapist,
social worker or counsellor
The English and maths subject leaders
The parents/carers
The pupil
An Educational Psychologist
Representative from Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

SEND Support may include:•
•
•
•
•

Specialist equipment
A personalised curriculum
Specific SEND interventions/programmes of work
1-1 support or specific small group support
Support from outside agencies
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If, despite school taking relevant and purposeful actions to identify, assess and meet
the SEND needs of the child, they have still failed to make expected progress an
application for an Education and Health Care Plan can be made to the Local
Authority.
Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP)
The school and parents/carers can together make an application for an EHCP. In
making its application, the documentary evidence will be presented to show the
strategies and interventions that have been carried out. Evidence from assessments
made by other professionals will be submitted and any additional information will be
submitted.
Documents regarding the process and the criteria can be found on the LA website:https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/education-and-schools/specialeducational-needs-service/education-health-and-care-plans-and-statutoryassessment-of-SEND/
Throughout the assessment period the child will continue to receive SEND support
as detailed in their individual provision map.
In exceptional circumstances a child may be referred for an EHCP as soon as a
diagnostic or medical assessment has been carried out. This can be done if school
considers that the child needs immediate specialist intervention. The SENDCo will
discuss the needs of the child with the parent/carer as soon as concerns are raised.
Once an EHCP has been made and accepted, the school, through the SENDCo, will
ensure that:
• The child’s records are maintained
• The child’s individual provision map is in place
• Teachers monitor and review the child’s progress on a regular basis. This will
include an Annual Review, reporting results and recommendations to the LA
• Provision, curriculum and pastoral care will be monitored
Any changes in the child’s special educational needs will result in a review meeting
being held at the earliest opportunity.
Reasonable Adjustment
For some children and young people with a disability it may be appropriate to make
reasonable adjustments to prevent them being placed at a substantial disadvantage,
in comparison with a child or young person with no disability (Equality Act 2010).
Working with Other Agencies
Who else is likely to be involved with my child and how will this work?
When advice is sought from outside agencies parents/carers will be fully involved in
this process and advice will not be sought without explicit permission. As a school
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we do work extensively with outside agencies and their support and suggestions are
invaluable to both teaching and support staff, and children with SEND. The outside
agencies that we might consult with are:Health visitors
Inclusive Education Service (specialist teaching service)
Behaviour support
Educational Psychologists
School Nurse
Doctor
Hospital specialists/health staff
Speech Therapists
Often these agencies will be invited to review meetings so that you will have chance
to meet with them. Recommendations will be shared with and discussed with you.
Provision
How will the school staff support my child and how will the curriculum be matched to
their needs?
What training have the staff working with my child/children with SEND received?
What training is planned?
What specialist services and expertise are available in school/accessed by school?
How will my child be able to access the curriculum?
A part of the school budget is used to support children with Special Education
Needs. A part of the school's materials allocation is earmarked for books and
equipment for SEND children.
Crabtree Farm Primary School also employs 26 support staff with a wealth of
knowledge and experience in the education of children with SEND. Staff, including
the SENDCo, currently have experience of and/or have received training in working
with children with:
Learning Difficulties
Dyslexia
Dyspraxia
Attachment difficulties
Social and Emotional and Mental Health difficulties
Autism
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
Attention Deficit Disorder
Physical difficulties
Visual impairment
Hearing impairments
Speech and language
Down’s Syndrome
Neurofibromatosis Type one
A wide range of medical conditions including diabetes and epilepsy
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The SENDCo is allocated three days designated protected time each week to
manage SEND provision.
School will ensure that staff receive appropriate and up to date training to ensure
that they can continue to meet the needs of all children who attend the school. The
SENDCo and Head Teacher constantly monitor SEND training to ensure it continues
to meet the needs of all children within the school. As different needs are identified
and new children join the school training will be sought in areas where we previously
have no expertise/experience.
All children in the school who have recognised needs can be provided for by high
quality teaching which targets areas of weakness and this may include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Differentiated learning materials
Differentiated teaching approaches
Group support or a focused intervention group
Some specialist equipment
Strategies of support recommended by outside agencies
Progress will be carefully monitored to ensure that their needs continue to be
through high quality teaching.

Children who receive SEND Support might have:•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Specialist equipment
A personalised curriculum
Specific SEND interventions/programmes of work
1-1 support or specific small group support
Support from outside agencies
An individual provision map which clearly identifies all of the support they
receive
Progress will be carefully monitored within the 4 part cycle to ensure it
continues to meet need

We also have the following intervention programmes available in school, and
children with SEND may take part in one or more of these:•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Numicon
Handwriting “Pen Pals”
Music interaction
Social skills groups
Nurture groups
Social stories groups
First Class at Number
1:1 Reading Groups
“Switch on” reading
Theraplay Principles
Specific targeted English and Maths SEND groups
Phonics
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reading Interventions and Switch on for Reading
5 Minute Box
Reading Comprehension Interventions
Spelling Interventions
Sensory Play
Fine Motor Skills
Speech and Language Intervention
Active Literacy Kit
Brain Builder
Wordshark
Motivation and Engagement Intervention
The Narrative Project
Peer Support
Counselling

All of these interventions are not running at one time, however they are all available
depending on the needs of the children.
Organisation of support, teaching and inclusion
We make every effort to achieve full inclusion of children with SEND with their peers,
while still meeting the needs of individual children. The structures and systems in
place are:
• Individual, paired or small group tuition to raise attainment in English and maths
and other curriculum areas of learning as appropriate. The promotion of selfworth and the raising of self-esteem are covered too.
• Access of all children, including those with SEND, to the National Curriculum,
through the school schemes of work that promote an inclusive ethos and broad
and balanced curriculum.
• Classroom support to increase curriculum access and pupil achievement.
• Differentiated provision within a mixed ability setting.
• Differentiated provision within a banded setting.
• Access to specialist ICT programs and resources.
• Systems for early identification of barriers to learning and participation.
• High expectations and suitable targets for all children.
• A range of clubs for all children.
• An equal opportunities policy.
• An Equality Plan.
• Clear guidelines and expectations of behaviour.
The School currently employs a SENDCo, Samantha Andrews, who has dedicated
SENDCo time of three days each week and she is part of the Senior Leadership
Team.
The School also provides nurture support every day and a team of two school
counsellors enables counselling to be offered four days a week.
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Responsibilities
The Head Teacher:
•
•

Works with the SENDCo and SEND Governor to determine the strategic
development of the SEND policy and provision in the school
Has overall responsibility for the provision and progress of learners with
SEND and/or a disability

The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The day to day operation of the school's Special Educational Needs profile.
Co-ordinating provision for all children with SEND.
Liaising with and advising teachers and support staff as appropriate.
Liaising and working with parents/carers.
Managing specific SEND support staff.
Overseeing the records of all children with special educational needs.
Contributing to in-service training for staff.
Detailed monitoring of intervention programmes and pupil progress.
Data analysis of pupil progress.
Liaising with external agencies including the educational psychology service,
specialist teaching services, medical and social services and any other support
services for the child.

The SENDCo has a SEND support team to assist with SENDCo duties as
appropriate.
Class teacher responsibilities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Class teacher is responsible for the progress and development of every child in
their class, including those with additional and special educational needs
Provide provision maps and individual pupil profiles
Work closely with teaching assistants or specialist staff to plan and assess the
impact of support and interventions and how they can be linked to classroom
teaching
Ensure that all children are able to access a broad and balanced curriculum
Differentiate work so that all children can access the content at their level
Implement strategies of support suggested by outside agencies
Deliver high quality teaching to all children including those with SEND
Liaise with SENDCo and support staff
Attend review meetings for children with SEND where necessary

Whole school responsibilities:
•
•
•

SEND issues are raised at phase and year group meetings
The Senior Leadership Team meet regularly to review SEND needs and
provision
SEND issues are regularly discussed at staff meetings
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• The staff are given regular updates of their responsibilities towards children with
SEND
• Clear communication lines between class teachers and specialist staff are
established
• Staff professional development for SEND is continually reviewed, updated and
monitored to ensure that all staff continue to meet the needs of the children within
the school
In addition to school provision the SENDCo also has the following External Support
Resources available:•
•

•
•
•
•

Educational Psychology Service – school educational psychologist Dr Nina
Purewal
Specialist Teaching Service - staff specialising in supporting children with:
- Hearing impairment - link teacher Jo West
- Visual impairment - link teacher Cheryl Gray
- Learning difficulties – link teacher Anne Shipton
- Specific learning difficulties – link teacher Anne Shipton
- Autism Team – link teacher Anita Bennett
Special Educational Needs Assessment Service
Health Services; e.g. Speech Therapy, Physiotherapy, Occupational therapy,
Consultant Paediatricians
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services.
School Nurse

Securing Equipment and facilities
Where appropriate the school will purchase any specialist equipment that is
recommended for use by outside agencies. School will also apply to the Local
authority for funding for any high cost or specialist equipment that is required.
Equipment will be securely stored within school when not in use and easily
accessible when required. The SENDCo and support staff will have access to the
equipment as required. Where appropriate the children themselves will be able to
access the equipment.
Adaptions to the curriculum and learning environment
We make the following adaptations as part of good quality first teaching to ensure
that all childrens’ needs are met:•
•
•
•

Differentiating the curriculum in many different ways e.g. by grouping, by 1:1
support, by teaching style, by lesson content etc..
Adapting our resources and staffing
Using recommended aids such as laptops, coloured overlays, visual
timetables, dyslexia friendly teaching methods, Autism education trust
strategies
Differentiating teaching, for example using signs and symbols, giving longer
processing time, pre teaching, reading partners etc…
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Effectiveness of SEND Provision
How will the school know that what they are providing is helping my child make
progress?

The school adopts a four part cycle called
the graduated approach which uses the
process of assess, plan, do and review.

This system ensures that the school consistently review and evaluate the support
that children have received, both within their Key Stage Group as part of high quality
teaching and for those children receiving SEND support.
School data as a whole is analysed by the Senior Leadership Team with the
SENDCo having specific responsibility for ensuring that the children with SEND have
made expected progress and that the gaps between achievement for those children
does not widen, and is in fact in line with National expectations.
Progress is monitored using a variety of methods (see assessment policy)
We also evaluate the effectiveness of provision for children with SEND by
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reviewing children’ individual progress towards their goals each term
Reviewing the impact of interventions which are baselined before and
afterwards
Using pupil interviews
Seeking parents/carers feedback
Using provision maps to monitor progress
Holding regular reviews for children with SEND

Assessment
How will I know how well my child is doing?
Children with SEND will be assessed in line with the school assessment policy (this
can be found on the school website).
However, for some children with SEND who are working below age related
expectations the steps within, and between the year group indicators may not be
achievable, therefore for those children it is important to record and monitor the
smaller steps of progress they make, ensuring aspirational targets are set for them.
For children working below the national curriculum levels, a small steps assessment
(BSquared Primary Steps) will be used to monitor progress, and, at the end of the
key stage the children will be assessed against the pre key stage standards.
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Some children including those with SEND may be working below the standard of the
National Curriculum tests and they will be unable to participate in those tests. The
Head Teacher will consult with parents/carers and other professionals however, she
will make the final decision as to whether or not a pupil is able to participate in the
tests. If this decision is made, the Head Teacher will write a report copied to
parent/carers, Chair of Governing Body and the LA. It will explain:•
•
•
•

Why the child can’t take some or all of the tests
What action the school has already taken or SEND support the child receives
What procedures have been used to assess and monitor the child’s needs,
and where the information is
Whether the needs are likely to be short or long term

Some children may require Access Arrangements (special arrangements which are
made to help some children complete the tests e.g. additional time, reader or scribe)
Access Arrangements should be based primarily on normal classroom practice for
children with particular needs. They must never provide an unfair advantage. School
will consult the following when making decisions about eligibility to access
arrangements:•
•
•
•

Key Stage 2 Tests: test administration guidance (TAG)
Assessment and reporting arrangements guidance KS1
Assessment and reporting arrangements guidance results KS2
KS2 tests – how to use access arrangements (www.gov.uk/guidance/keystage-2-tests-how-to-use-access-arrangements)

Whilst academic progress is important we also consider the development of the child
in other areas. Particularly for children with SEND assessment should consider wider
outcomes, so consideration should be given to measuring progress in
communication, social skills, physical development, resilience and independence.
At Crabtree Farm Primary School all of these things are considered when measuring
the progress of our children with SEND. A small steps summative and formative
assessment is used to measure progress in the areas of PSHE and self help.
Social and emotional well-being
What support will be available for my child’s overall well-being?
What extra- curricular activities are available for my child?
How will they be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips?
The School is responsible for the social and emotional wellbeing of all of it’s children.
The school have a number of policies, which enable it to support this. Examples are:Safeguarding Policy
Behaviour Policy
Anti-bullying Policy
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(for a full list see the website)
The aim of our school organisation is to help all of the children to feel confident of
their place in our large school community. We want them to know that they will be
valued as individuals.
Visits are used to widen the experience of the children in many ways. Each year all
children (including those with SEND) will be offered the opportunity to visit places of
interest linked to their work. We also encourage visitors to school.
Visitors may be local people who can tell the children about their own experiences
e.g. British Legion. We also invite visitors who may bring specialised knowledge.
Each year, for example, we invite authors of children’s books to talk to the children
and to lead workshops.
Throughout their time in school, we try to ensure that the children will have the
opportunity to work in small groups. An additional teacher or support staff may
support these. They may be working with a parents/carers or other
helpers/volunteers in school. In each case the small groups help the children to
develop their social understanding as well as to work at some special project or skill.
We encourage all children to join residential visits at different stages of their progress
through school.
For children with SEND, assessment should consider wider outcomes, so
consideration should be given to measuring progress in communication, social skills,
physical development, resilience and independence. Children who need further
support in these areas may work with the school’s counsellor or receive nurture
support, which can include specific work around self-esteem, social skills, friendships
and confidence building. The school counsellor is also available for children to drop
in and talk about things that may be upsetting or worrying them.
Further advice is often sought from the Educational Psychologist service who may
recommend appropriate intervention programmes to promote and improve children’s
skills in these areas.
Children with SEND can sometimes find unstructured times like playtime and lunch
time particularly difficult. Some children may require additional support during those
times and school recognise this is an important part of providing developmental
support for those children.
Friendships can also at times be an issue for some children with SEND and so at
school we operate a ‘Peer Support’ system at both playtime and lunchtime so that
children don’t ever feel alone or isolated.
Involvement of Parents/Carers
Who can I contact for further information and how can I get involved?
How will the school support me to support my child’s learning?
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Crabtree Farm ensures that we work in close partnership and communicate clearly,
effectively and responsibly with parents/carers at all times. To this end we:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Keep parents/carers informed as fully as possible about their child’s
needs, changes to educational provision, achievements and assessments.
Welcome participation in review meetings, where we set appropriate
targets, discuss progress and consider next steps.
Expect attendance at Annual Reviews of Education and Health Care
Plans.
Listen to and respect the parent/carers’ views and needs, taking account
of their knowledge and experience of their child.
Provide support for parents/carers who may have needs of their own.
Discuss external advice given to support the school in the education of the
child.
Liaise with support groups for parents/carers of children with SEND, to
ensure that any issues can be freely discussed, addressed and resolved at
the earliest opportunity.
Ensure, wherever possible, that parents/carers are aware of the support
that is available from outside agencies.
Liaise and make any manageable adaptations through the establishment
of our Equal Opportunities Scheme. The monitoring of individual needs of
family members both adults and children are on-going with termly
meetings to discuss further communication and support issues.
Ensure that staff are available to speak to parents/carers about their
concerns outside of normal reporting periods.
SENDCo to offer support and advice to parents/carers around specific
strategies for home.

Involvement of Children
What opportunities are there for my child to discuss how well they are doing?
What opportunities are there for my child to fully engage in school life?
Children with SEND are encouraged to take an active part in the Crabtree Farm
school community, for example, as a member of the school council or by attending
before and after school clubs.
Whenever possible, children’s views and opinions are sought. Some children may
need to be supported in this, but we believe our children have a right to the decisionmaking process and make a valuable contribution.
Children will also be involved, in review meetings where appropriate by either
attending or by their views being represented. We try to make the review meeting
child focused to promote pupil participation.
Children can speak to their classroom teacher during the school day if they have
concerns. The class teacher will ensure they find time during the day to speak to the
child on their own if they indicate that they have a concern.
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The SENDCo will regularly talk to children in order to understand the SEND process
from the child’s perspective, similarly the SENDCo is also available for children to
discuss any worries or concerns they may have.
Children who have significant needs are fully involved in creating one page profiles
which details what is important to them and how best to support them.
Transition
How will the school support the transition of my child on admission to the school,
moving on to the next class or key stage and in preparation for the new school or
setting including adulthood?
Successful transition is important for all children but is particularly significant for
those children with SEND. Transition can be a particularly challenging time for
children with SEND and so the smooth transition between year groups, phases and
schools is imperative.
Prior to your child starting school, the SENDCo will liaise with the current educational
setting to assess what their needs are likely to be in order that support can be put
into place. This will also include a discussion with current SENDCo and other
professionals in the setting who know your child well.
All information about your child will be transferred to the new teacher or school.
Where your child is transferring to a new year group, class teachers will meet at a
dedicated transition staff meeting to ensure any relevant information and support
strategies are explained to ensure that provision continues.
These activities may not be sufficient for a child with SEND and therefore additional
transition activities may need to be planned for. These might include transition
booklets, photographs of new class or school, help with organisation, extra transition
visits etc. The SENDCo is happy to meet with parents/carers and children to discuss
any concerns they may have surrounding transition.
If a child has an EHC Plan and is transferring to secondary school, the new school
will need to be named. We will arrange for the review of the EHC Plan to take place
in year 5 in order that the process can be completed.
Accessibility
How accessible is the school – indoors and out?
The school is suitable, in particular, for children with physical disabilities because of
its design and facilities (See the ‘Single Equality Plan’ on the school website)
Building modifications include:
• Wheelchair access, flat surface entry to most doorways, ramps to main door
and tree house building, lift to change levels
• Disabled toilet facilities
• Ramp to lower playground and field
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•

Adjustable tables

The Role of the Governing Body
The governing body takes great care to ensure the best possible provision for
children with SEND. All governors are aware of their responsibilities for SEND and
discuss the issues regularly.
SEND matters are included in the Head Teacher’s report to the governors.
We also have a nominated governor with responsibility for SEND (Alison Weaver)
who will ‘champion’ SEND within school and provide support for the SENDCo.
The governing body evaluates the success of the education we provide, using the
following criteria:
• The budget allocated to school for SEND provision
• Adjustments in budget allocation to reflect changing needs
• The existence of accurate, up to date record keeping
• Monitoring and tracking of pupil progress
• Attendance by parents/carers at review meetings
• Parental requests for the school to be named on children' Education and Health
Care Plans
• Number of children on SEND support and the monitoring list
• The children for whom an Education and Health Care Plan is no longer
necessary
• Pupil attainment
• Links with Special Schools
• SEND policy
• SEND management involvement in SEND issues
• SEND Governor and SENDCo meetings, gaining insight into SEND issues and
recommendations for formulating policy
• OFSTED Inspection reports and Review Process
• Inclusion of SEND issues in development planning
• Time allocated to planning for children with SEND
• Feedback from children and parents/carers
• Routine examination by the Governors of individual, but anonymous case studies
of students with SEND
• Attendance at or involvement in leadership of INSET courses by all staff
• To respond immediately to any complaints received by the school in respect of
children with SEND
• Admission arrangements
The specific SEND Governor will:•
•
•

Raise SEND issues at Governing board meetings
Work with the SENDCo and Head Teacher to determine the strategic
development of the SEND policy and provision within the school
Keep abreast of changes in policy and legislation and raise awareness with the
other governors
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•

Meet with the SENDCo regularly to keep abreast of SEND support within the
school

Complaints Procedure
Who should I contact if I have any questions or concerns?
Initially parents/carers should talk to their child’s class teacher if they want to raise
an issue or have any concerns. A further discussion with the SENDCo may also be
appropriate.
Parents/carers who are dissatisfied with the school’s work in respect to children with
SEND are invited to follow the guidelines as set out in the school’s Complaints
Policy. This is available on the school website.
Links to other policies
The following policies can also be found on our website
www.crabtreefarmprimary.com/policies
•
•
•
•
•

Accessibility plan
Assessment policy
Behaviour Policy
Safeguarding Policy
Equality policy

The Local Offer
How can I find out what other services are available for my child within the
community?
www.asklion.co.uk

Head Teacher: Lorna Haskey
SEND Co-ordinator: Samantha Andrews
Date for Review: May 2023
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