Music development plan summary:
Crabtree Farm Primary School

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2025-26
Date this summary was published January 2026
Date this summary will be reviewed January 2027
Name of the school music lead Georgia Cranney
Name of school leadership team member with Lynne Bloomfield
responsibility for music (if different)
Name of local music hub Nottingham Music Hub

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Most music throughout our school is delivered by a music specialist (Alex Hather)
working in the school for 2 days each week. He is employed by the company PPA
Cover and teaches 1-hour music lessons to from Years 1-6. He also has a 30-minute
lesson in F2 and our ‘Treehouse’ (SEND) provision. Children in Year 4 receive a 1-
hour weekly guitar lesson taught by members of staff from the Nottingham Music
Service. All children in our school receive specialist singing lessons from Mr Hather to
ensure good coverage of singing objectives. Children have a 20-minute weekly singing
assembly, which is split into an Early Years and KS1 assembly and a KS2 assembly.

In singing assemblies, there is a different genre of music focused on each half term.
The children learn about the origins and characteristics of this type of music and some
famous songs. These songs are rehearsed in weekly singing assemblies and are often
used by the staff band and children’s mastery groups for performances. Staff leading
other assemblies throughout the half term and teachers in classrooms are encouraged
to play music from the genre so that it is embedded fully in school life.




Music in Years 1-3 and 5-6 is taught using a scheme of work provided by the company
PPA Cover. Our peripatetic music teacher, Mr Hather, adds his own lessons to the
scheme or adapts the lessons when appropriate.

Topics that the children study in music build upon prior learning. There are
opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each
teaching unit. The planned progression built into the scheme of work means that the
children are increasingly challenged as they move through our school.

Part B: Extra-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

At Crabtree Farm, we offer lots of free extra-curricular opportunities to progress in
music.

Our school choir (Years 4-6) rehearse for 30 minutes every Wednesday lunchtime.

Children in Years 5&6, who have continued to work on their guitar skills, can undertake
their ‘Grade 1’ or ‘Grade 2’ in guitar. These lessons are delivered on Thursday
mornings by members of staff from the Nottingham Music Service.

Children also advance their acoustic guitar skills by attending an after-school club
called ‘Area Band’, which is run by the Nottingham Music Service. This is open to all
children in Years 5 & 6 who have completed a year of whole class guitar tuition in Year
4.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

At Crabtree Farm, we aim to give our children the musical skills and knowledge to
express themselves and live music experiences to inspire them. Choir sit at the front of
every singing assembly and showcase their expertise to the rest of the school. Our
mastery groups perform to the whole school termly. At the end of the year, we have a
‘Music Extravaganza’ where the choir and guitar groups perform to the whole school,
parents/carers and governors.

Our choir perform at various other events throughout the year such as Harvest festival,
the Bulwell Christmas lights switch on, Christmas in the City (Nottingham Music
Service event), Christmas carols at our local care home, our school Christmas carol
concert and Christmas and Easter fayres.

Children in Year 4 taking part in whole class ensemble lessons attend the Nottingham
Music Service event the Great Orchestra Experiment.
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Children in area band attend numerous rehearsals, performances and Nottingham
Music Service events throughout the year.

We have a staff band at our school and they perform termly to the whole school. The
staff band perform songs from the genre of the half term as well as other songs, often
inspired by the children’s musical interests.

Grading exams that we offer to children are free of charge to parents/carers. Other
events throughout the year are offered to children either free of charge or highly
subsidised.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

In future years, we aim to continue developing children’s knowledge of a broad and
diverse range of music genres. We aim to include music from our children’s home
countries to broaden the diversity of music that our children listen to and so that all
children in our school are represented.

Children at our school have limited experience of live music other than what we expose
them to in school. Therefore, we aim to reach out to local musicians to visit our school
and perform to our children.

We will continue to monitor our skills ladders and curriculum content so that they meet
the needs and interests of the children in our school.

We will continue to seek opportunities for CPD for our music teacher and all other
teachers so that our staff are trained with the most up to date information.

We hope to reintroduce opportunities for children to play the keyboard, recorder or
electric guitar as our new music teacher gains more experience.
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