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We hope you have all had a wonderful summer holiday filled with sunshine, fun and activities!
We are looking forwards to welcoming you back to school - and welcoming some new children too, as
well as hearing all about your exciting summer break!

TOPIC HALF TERM ONE

This half term our topic is Ourselves
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Smﬁ,}\b‘ b,}”%s The children will be exploring this topic through:
v’ Stories and non-fiction books

v" Outside role-play
v’ Using their imagination

v’ Speaking and listening
Some of the things we will be doing include:

v" Discussing who is in our family
v/ Learning about different types of families

v" Finding out about our local environment

TOPIC HALF TERM TWO

This half term our topic is Festivals
The children will be exploring this topic through:

v Fiction books and creating their own stories
v Speaking and listening activities

v Using their imagination

Some of the things we will be doing include:

v'Learning about the Nativity story and taking part in an
EYFS/KS1 Nativity production

Learning about Diwali and making diva lamps
Learning about Christmas and doing fun activities
Listening to and learning songs used to celebrate
different cultural celebrations.
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PERSONAL SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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To develop our personal, social and emotional skills, this half term we will be thinking
about what makes us unigue and be able to tell others what makes us special. We
will also talk about our families and learn about our new friends. We will also learn to
regulate our emotions, particularly when coming into school.

COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE AND LITERACY DEVELOPMENT

This half term, we will be focussing on developing our vocabulary and confidence
speaking in front of our new friends. To do this, we will be learning lots of different
nursery rhymes and singing them as a group and performing them individually. We
will also listen to and learn some short stories, learning the repeated refrains and
retelling them using different props.

-9
=

%,‘

MATHEMATIC DEVELOPMENT
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In number work, we will learn about some basic shapes, identifying them in the
environment. We will also learn to count to 5. We will do this through number
rhymes, for example, 5 little ducks and 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once | caught a fish alive. We
will also learn the counting rules and start to count independently to 3.




PHYSICAL EDUCATION DIVERSITY CALENDAR

Did you know........ exercise makes your brain function | This term as part of our whole school diversity calendar,
better? we will be learning about:
» National Inclusion Week
» World Alzheimer’s Day
Nottingham Castles and Robin Hood
classes have PE on a Tuesday P
morning with Mr Kiggins. > Black History month y s
> Yom Kippur (Jewish) ‘ o P
On PE days, please ensure your » Harvest Festival (Christian) P Q :
child wears the PE kit uniform of: » Show Racism the Red Card ty A
¢ black shorts/joggers/leggings > Diwali (Sikh and Hindu) o '
e aschool polo shirt N (
e trainers (preferably black). » World Kindness Day
Please remove any earrings. » St Andrew’s Day (Scotland)
» Human Rights Day
» Hanukkah (Jewish)

ONLINE ACTIVITIES & SAFETY TIPS QUESTIONS AND ISSUES

Please do not hesitate to come and ask
= ®; a member of staff in the EYFS if you
2 = have any questions or queries. You can
speak to a member of the EYFS team
- on the door at drop off times or, if you
2Ny Id prefer to speak directly to your
T T T would p p yloy
Children enjoy spending time on tablets and other _z:)z‘ hgj;? 2;;; child’s teacher please see them when
devices, but to ensure that they remain safe online, it is =2 5)4}’1,3/ collecting your child at the end of the
helpful to set up guided access on the iPad. This 25 school day.
feature lets you lock the device to a single app, helping .,:m Mrs Smith is the Early Years and KS1
your child stay focused and safe while using it. It also ﬁg,u;ga Phase Leader and is in school
prevents accidental clicks or access to inappropriate Vg Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and
content. Fridays. She is available to answer any
questions. If you would rather speak to
To enable this feature, go to: her in private, she is more than happy
Settings > Accessibility > Guided Access, and follow to make an appointment with you.
the steps to turn it on.

A CELEBRATION OF OUR LEARNING LAST TERM

Last half term, we went to the polytunnel. We explored the
different scents and textures and enjoyed our lesson with
Tracey, our gardening practitioner. We saw caterpillars, lots of
shails and even a grasshopper!

We also helped water all the different plants and harvested
tomatoes and cucumbers we helped to plant at the start of the
school year. We tried some of these and delivered the rest to the
school kitchen.

GOOD NEWS

In your child’s book bag you will find ‘WOW moment’ sheets. These are for you to
fill in to tell us things your child has done that you are proud of. These may be
helping to cook dinner, sleeping through the night in their own bed, being brave at
the dentist etc. We will read through all of these and celebrate them with your
child at school.

If you need more WOW moment sheets, please ask your child’s teacher, or collect
them from the pouch on the wall in the EYFS entrance.

HOME LEARNING

Reading Diaries

This week we have sent home book bags, reading books and new reading diaries. It
is really important you are reading with your child every day. We check the reading
diaries daily, so if you have any queries or questions, feel free to write in them and
we will respond in the diary or in person.

Reading books are changed every Tuesday and Friday so make sure to bring your
book bags in and write in the diaries when you read together.




Rhyme of the Week

_;‘_?5:?- ) Iy ﬁ % Each week, we will send home our ‘Rhyme of the Week’. This will be a nursery
“ 8 M = rhyme that we are learning and focussing on that week at school. Please sing the
«ﬁ?" 3 -E" (=, =% | nursery rhyme together with your child and encourage them to join in with any
actions.
INFORMATION
Uniform

In order not to lose any uniform, please ensure all school uniform, including coats
and hats etc, are clearly labelled. If you are missing a piece of uniform, ask your
child’s class teacher or look in the ‘Lost and Found’ box located in the EYFS

entrance.

Jewellery

To keep your child safe at school, children are only allowed to wear a pair of stud
earrings and a watch. Please do not send your child to school wearing necklaces,
bracelets or dangly/hoop earrings as these may get caught during the school day.

DIARY DATES

HALF TERM ONE

HALF TERM TWO

02/09 Start of autumn 1 half term
07/10 Stay and Play

15/10 Last day of autumn 1 half term
16/10 INSET day

02/11 Start of autumn 2 half term

04/11 Firework Display

13/11 Children in Need

18/11 School Photos

25/11 Parents/Carers Evening

30/11 Stay and Play

01/12 Christmas tree decoration assembly
(children may wear a Christmas jumper)
02/12 Christmas Fayre 2-4pm

09+10/12 Nativity Production

14/12 Winter Disco 4-5pm

16/12 Christmas Dinner Day (Nottingham
Castles only)

18/12 Christmas party day

18/12 Last day of autumn 2 half term
04/01 Start of spring 1 half term




