Welcome
friends! We are looking forwards to welcoming you back to school, and welcoming some new children
too, as well as hearing about your Christmas break!

TOPIC HALF TERM ONE

w1 Thfgem This half term our topic is Nursery Rhymes and Traditional Tales.
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v Using their imagination
v' Speaking and listening

Some of the things we will be doing include:
v' Learning lots of new nursery rhymes and actions
v" Retelling and acting out traditional stories
v" Making gingerbread men

TOPIC HALF TERM TWO

This half term our topic is Real Life Superheroes. DR RANS
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The children will be exploring this topic through:
v Fiction books and creating their own stories
v' Speaking and listening activities

Some of the things we will be doing include:

Meeting doctors and guide dogs

Learning about the importance of bushing our teeth
Role-playing a hospital.

Discussing who our real-life superheroes are
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PERSONAL SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Next term, we will be thinking about Real Life Superheroes, including nurses,
dentists, firefighters, doctors and our parents. We will talk about our own experiences
and share a discussion, learning to listen to each other.

We will also continue to learn to regulate our emotions, particularly when coming
back to school after a two-week break, and to introduce our school rules to our new
friends.

COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE AND LITERACY DEVELOPMENT

In spring 1, we will be learning several nursery rhymes and traditional tales with
the aim of retelling them using a selection of props. We will be taking part in a
nursery rhyme competition where we will learn a new nursery rhyme every week
then perform them all to the Torvill and Dean classes at the end of the half-term. If
we can remember all six of the new nursery rhymes we will receive a special
certificate!
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MATHEMATIC DEVELOPMENT

In number work, we will continue our counting, ensuring we can count 1:1to 5
confidently. We will also learn some new number rhymes, including Five Little
Firemen, to fit with our Real Life Superheroes topic. This term we will also be
learning about pattern. We will learn what a pattern is, identify some in the
environment, then make our own simple repeating patterns.




PHYSICAL EDUCATION

DIVERSITY CALENDAR

Did you know....a good night’s sleep helps children’s
mental, physical, social and emotional development?

This term as part of our whole school diversity calendar,
we will be learning about:

Nottingham Castles and Sherwood | > World Braille Day
classes have PE on a Monday
afternoon. » Children’s Mental Health
Week e =
Nottingham Castles and Robin » Lunar New Year ﬁ r "
/j% _ Hood classes have PE on a Friday | » Start of Ramadan (Islam) w o x}
@ - morning. » Start of Lent (Christianity) ) Q )
" ¥\
On PE days, please ensure your » Holi (Hindu and Sikh) o ]
funess child wears the PE kit uniform of > International Women’s Day <
black shorts/joggers/leggings, a
school polo shirt and trainers » Eid-al-Fitr (Islam)
(preferably black). Please remove > World Autism Day
any earrings. »> Easter Sunday (Christianity)
ONLINE ACTIVITIES & SAFETY TIPS QUESTIONS AND ISSUES
Please do not hesitate to come and ask
a member of staff in the EYC if you have
any questions or queries. You can
speak to a member of the EYFS team
on the door at drop off times or, if you
“.,g\j{’);’): »» | would prefer to speak directly to your
/.337," :5:,‘; 2;;: child’s teacher please see them when

Kiddle is a child-friendly search-engine, specifically
designed to ensure children remain safe when online.
It uses both automated systems and human
moderators to filter content to allow for safe,
educational and age-appropriate results. It is easy to
set up and can be downloaded through the app store.

collecting your child at the end of the
iy school day.

Mrs Smith is the Early Years and KS1
Phase Leader and is in school
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays. She is available to answer any
questions. If you would rather speak to
her in private, she is more than happy to
make an appointment with you.

A CELEBRATION OF OUR LEARNING LAST TERM

Last half term, our topic was Celebrations. We learned about lots
of celebrations from different cultures and how and why they are
celebrated. We listened to Diwali stories and made our own clay
diva lamps and rangoli patterns. We learned about weddings and
had our own F1 wedding. We also learned about birthdays and
had our own birthday party for Kipper, making him a birthday
cake. Father Andrew did an assembly about Christingle, then we
made our own. We also worked with the other early years
classes and KS1 to perform a nativity show for our grown-ups.
We really enjoyed learning our ‘It's A Baby’ song and performing
it in front of everyone!

GOOD NEWS

In your child’s book bag you will find ‘WOW moment’ sheets. These are for you
to fill in to tell us things your child has done that you are proud of. These may be
helping to cook dinner, sleeping through the night in their own bed, being brave
at the dentist etc. We will read through all of these and celebrate them with your

child at school.

If you need more WOW moment sheets, please ask your child’s teacher, or

has been a Home Super Starll

collect them from the pouch on the wall in the EYFS entrance. F o o Frm_




HOME LEARNING

Reading Diaries

It is really important you are reading with your child every day. We check the reading
diaries daily, so if you have any queries or questions, feel free to write in them and
we will respond in the diary or in person.

Reading books are changed every Tuesday and Friday, so make sure to bring your
book bags in and write in the diaries when you read together.

Please remember to bring book bags every day so we can check the reading diaries
and see how many times you have read together at home. When your child reaches
100 reads, they will receive a special prize and certificate.

INFORMATION

Uniform

In order not to lose any uniform, please ensure all school uniform, including coats
and hats etc, are clearly labelled with your child’s name. If you are missing a
piece of uniform, ask your child’s class teacher or look in the ‘Lost and Found’
box located in the EYFS entrance.

Jewellery
Recently, we have noticed an increase in jewellery being worn at school. To

keep your child safe at school, children are only allowed to wear a pair of stud
earrings and a watch. Please do not send your child to school wearing
necklaces, bracelets or dangly/hoop earrings as these may get caught during the
school day.

DIARY DATES
HALF TERM ONE HALF TERM TWO
05/01/2026 — Start of spring 1 23/02/2026 — Start of spring 2
02-06/02/2026 — Wellbeing Week 05/03/2026 — World Book Day
SARAgEIREG 04/02/2026 — Stay and Play 05/03/2026 — Stay and Play
m 06/02/2026 — NSPCC Number Day 09-13/03/2026 — British Science Week
X1 10/02/2026 — Safer Internet Day 18/03/2026 — Parents/Carers Evening
13/02/2026 — Last day of spring 1 23/03/2026 — Spring Disco (F1-Y2 4-5pm)
27/03/2026 — Last day of spring 2
13/04/2026 — First day of summer term




